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                                              BROMLINK........ 

 

Please have any articles for inclusion to me by 

Tuesday, September 11th, 2013. 

Email address— gcsbs.bromlink@gmail.com 



 

 

2 

 

 

www.gcsbs.org.au 
 

Gold Coast Succulent & Bromeliad Society Inc. (GCSBS)                                    

PO BOX 94, Southport Business Centre, Southport QLD 4215 
 

MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE  

President Shane Weston 
gcsbs.president@gmail.com 
Ph: 0408 247 208 

Vice President Rob Kelly 

Secretary Vacant gcsbs.secretary@gmail.com 

Treasurer Glenda Hodgson 
gcsbs.treasurer@gmail.com 
Ph: 07 5594 6564 

Memberships Gwen Wayland gcsbs.memberships@gmail.com 

Other Committee Members 
Carmon Burke, John Crawford, Julie Hewetson, Monica Mead, Tom Norris, Judy 
Paterson & Ann Schenk 

VALUED VOLUNTEERS  

Bromlink Editor Jeanette Henwood gcsbs.bromlink@gmail.com 

Special Projects John Crawford & Julie Hewetson 

Librarians Jennifer Laurie & Jan Tobiano 

Bus Trips & Field Days Glenda Hodgson & Monica Mead & Your name here! 

Sales Co-ordinator Tom Norris 

Off-Site Plant Displays Berice Bragg, John Crawford & John & Pam Gaddes 

Barcode Sales Julie Hewetson gcsbs.barcodesales@gmail.com 

Sales Team 
John Crawford, Elizabeth Day, Ruth Dickson, Jeanette Fowler, Eliza Hesse & 
Julie Hewetson 

Sales Stewards Carmon Burke, Norma Fleet & Helen Mueller 

Sales Support Graeme Synold, John Gaddes, Rob Kelly 

Meet & Greet Ann & Harry Schenk 

Refreshments Janice I'Anson 

Raffles Rosie Kelly & Lorraine Fox 

Guest Speakers Kerry Tate 

Publicity Ann Schenk 

Supplies Table Marilyn & Tom Rivett (Orchid Den) 

Webmaster Shane Weston gcsbs.website@gmail.com 

LIFE MEMBERS  

Narelle Aizlewood, Graham Besgrove, John Catlan, Genny Catlan, Wendy Hansen, Mary Nicholson & Neville Ryan 

2012-13   Volunteers 



3 

 

 

www.GCSBS.org.au 
 
 

Meetings held at the Carrara Community Centre, Nielsens Rd, Carrara (Motorway Exit 73) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to these new members who have joined our society. 

 

We hope you enjoy your time with us. 

 

Heather Craig & Karen Hay 

Dates for your Diary! 
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President's Report….‘What If’ 
 

My piece this edition is a tad negative, sorry but I believe it has to 

be said. 

 

Regrettably, but understandably I advise that Catherine Smith our 

minute secretary has had to stand down due to work & family 

requirements. Thanks for your time Cat. 

 

So who can step up to help do this valuable role, please? Anyone? 

 

Included with the Bromlink you will receive a flyer advising of the upcoming AGM in 

September. At this meeting all management committee positions will be declared vacant. 

Therefore nominations are open to fill these positions from those members interested in 

giving something back to this great society. 

 

As it is now we have been operating without a secretary for far too long. The secretary’s role 

has mostly been taken on by Glenda with some assistance provided by me. No society can 

function without a secretary. Glenda cannot continue to perform two roles, I cannot be the 

secretary as I live too far south of the state border. 

 

So what if no one steps up? What if I decide not to nominate for president again? What if 

John & Julie didn’t want the society trailer blocking their driveway and garage? What if the 

same group of people did not want to keep setting up the hall and sweeping the floor after 

each monthly meeting? What if Graeme & Rob didn’t ‘guard’ the doors during sales events? 

What if Kerry didn’t organise guest speakers? What if Rosie didn’t organise the monthly 

raffles? What if you had a go? 

 

In the previous Bromlink I had a mystery brom photo with a surprize competition; well 

thanks to the ONE person who contacted me - Monica B. You were correct. It was Neo. 

Rainbow Carcharodon. One entry was disappointing. 

 

OK, enough from Mr Grumpy – It’s just that I don’t want to be the last GCSBS president. 

 

We have some big monthly meetings coming up; you just can’t miss Mr Alcantarea John Byth 

in July – his eloquence and passion are entertaining in themselves! August particularly looks 

like a ripper; 2 great speakers and the Cent Auction – back by popular demand! 

 

Check out Eliza’s piece on page 10! Well done with a sense of humour. Sales assistant and 

Roving Reporter, what next Eliza? Thank you! See there are some great talents within our 

society, why don’t you lodge an article? Anyone want to interview one of our life members 

and write an article for publication, please? 

 

Shane Weston     GCSBS.President@gmail.com     T: 0408 247 208 
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SPEAKER PRESENTATIONS & MEETING EVENT PROGRAM 

 

 

• JULY general meeting – Saturday, 27
th
  

 

Main event: “All about Alcantarea” with John Byth 

 

John Byth lives in Brisbane. His extreme passion for the genus 

Alcantarea has led him constantly up garden paths, searching for and 

collecting many different species, cultivars and varieties. A relative 

newbie, John’s enthusiasm is refreshing and his knowledge 

inspirational. 

 

Feature event: “The Condon Collection” with Bruce Condon 

Bruce and Heather Condon have not grown bromeliads for as long as many other members, 

but in a short time they have established a huge collection landscaped under a massive shade 

structure on their hinterland property. Bruce will show us some of his favourite Vriesea and 

Neoregelia. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
• AUGUST general meeting – Saturday, 24

th
 

 

Main event: “A Federal Affair” with Robert Dilling 

Robert and Melissa Dilling live in Federal, New South 

Wales, with their three daughters. They have been avid 

nursery folk for many years, specialising in Alcantarea, 

Vriesea and Guzmania. They cater to the general public, 

landscape designers, and die-hard collectors. Hear the 

background stories about their famous Alcantarea ‘Silver 

Plum’, Mel’s Vriesea breeding program, their unique 

selling outlets, and growing tips.  

 

Feature event: “Aechmea in August” with Olive Trevor 

Along with Orthophytum and any succulent, Aechmea is one of this month’s Plants of the 

Month. The genus Aechmea is the most varied of all bromeliad genera, often fondly referred 

to as the identification dumping ground of bromeliads. Olive grows a huge collection of 

Aechmea. She will show and discuss a range of interesting Aechmea specimens – species 

and hybrids.  

 

Members are always encouraged to bring live examples of Plants of the Month for display 

and discussion. 

 

• See Page 7 for the upcoming Plants of the Month ! 
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SPEAKER PRESENTATIONS & MEETING EVENT PROGRAM Cont’d 

 
• SEPTEMBER general meeting (AGM) – Saturday, 28

th 

 

Main and SPECIAL event: “The Role of the BSI’s Bromeliad Cultivar 

Registry” with Geoff Lawn 

We are fortunate to have Geoff Lawn, from Perth, W.A., address our meeting 

while on a brief tour of the east coast – mainly S.E.Qld and Northern N.S.W. Geoff holds the 

demanding position of Bromeliad Cultivar Registrar, under the umbrella of the Bromeliad 

Society International (BSI).  

Geoff will discuss the history, major purposes and naming regulations of the BCR. He will 

stress the importance of consistent adherence to those regulations, and explain other 

problems AND benefits associated with the registration process.  

Extra time has been allocated for questions and answers with Geoff. 

There will not be a feature speaker this month, but members are still encouraged to bring live 

examples of Plants of the Month for display and discussion.                                                                 

September Plants of the Month are: Billbergia, Vriesea and any succulent. 
 

������������������������������������� 
 

• OCTOBER general meeting – Saturday, 26
th 

 

Main event: “South America – Part 1” with John Crawford 

We have a few intrepid explorers amongst us who combine their passion for 

bromeliads and succulents with wild adventures in the new world. John will reveal 

some of the treasures found on the first of these adventures in Ecuador and Peru. Marvel at 

the sprightliness of a certain society member (yes you, J.L.) as she climbs cliff faces to get 

upfront and more personal with some exotic plant wonders. Enjoy photos of the amazing 

landscape, local people, culture and fond recounting by John – with gentle prompting by 

Julie, Jennifer and Warwick. 
 

Feature event: “Plant Photography” with Lesley Bayliss (NB. Date 

confirmed in next Bromlink) 

Lesley is a keen and accomplished photographer who will give us some 

basic tips on how best to capture our loved ones...i.e. our bromeliads and 

succulents. Aspects discussed include: camera types, lighting, basic 

composition, special effects etc. Lesley will show us some photos of her recent trip to 

Singapore Gardens by the Bay, pointing out some good and not-so-good photographic 

features as examples. 
 

����������������������������������� 

  
• NOVEMBER general meeting – Saturday, 23

rd 

 

There are no speakers programmed for this month’s meeting. Instead we will be 

holding our annual COLOSSAL PLANT RAFFLE, accompanied by Christmas cheer and 

yummy tucker. 
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 lants of the Month.  
Members are encouraged to bring their specimens of these plants to the applicable 
month's meeting for brag/show and tell. They do not have to be in flower - we also 
grow specifically for foliage! 
 

July Dyckia, Hechtia, Puya & any Succulent 

August Aechmea, Orthophytum & any Succulent 

September Billbergia, Vriesea & any Succulent 

October Canistrum, Neoregelia, Nidularium & any Succulent 

November Any Bromeliad genus not previously featured & any Succulent. 

 

�������������������������������� 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU! THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 
 

We would like to offer a big thanks to Janice in the kitchen for her mighty efforts 

every meeting. 

The delights she produces are delicious and very much appreciated! 

 

 

�  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  �  � 
 

ADVANCE NOTICE ..... Day Bus trip!   

 

Saturday Sept 14
th

  

 

BSQ (Bromeliad Society Queensland) 

Spring Show & Sales event. 
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Aechmea ‘Macfoster’     by  Ross Little                                                                 

Aechmea macrochlamys / Portea fosteriana 

Plants grown in Australia with either of the two above names are 

quite often sold as Ae. macrochlamys. A plant imported into 

Australia from California in1982 as Ae. ‘Purple Globe’ which 

closely resembles ‘Macfoster’ was dealt with by Derek Butcher, 

Harry Luther and Elton Leme considered it to be an abnormal 

form of Ae. macrochlamys. The plant we are now referring to as 

‘Macfoster’ came to Pinegrove in1984 via Forest Drive Nursery 

as Streptocalyx poeppigi. This plant had its name changed to Ae. 

macrochlamys by person unknown. In circa.1990 Peter Franklin received a plant from 

Pinegrove as Str. poeppigii. Peter could see something was amiss with the description in 

Smith & Downs Monograph and his plant; however he was never comfortable at all with it 

being Ae. macrochlamys but thought it worth a look at Ae. beeriana, (was Str. poeppigii) - no 

not a match there either. In 1993 Elton Leme published his book “Bromeliads in the 

Brazilian Wilderness”, even though Peter retained the name of Str. poeppigii for ages; he saw 

a photo of Port. fosteriana on page 48 of Leme’s book and felt this was his plant, then 

changed his label accordingly. Did others do the same?                                         

Over the years many discussions have been had regarding the taxonomic discrepancies in 

S&D of Ae. macrochlamys and Port. fosteriana as our ‘Macfoster’ just doesn’t fit 

comfortably within either description. To my mind there appears to be an overlap in the two 

descriptions to the plant we now refer to as ‘Macfoster’. 

 Ae. macrochlamys and Port. fosteriana, both collected in July 1939 by Mulford and Racine 

Foster in approximately the same area only 12 days apart. Fosters herbarium of Port. 

fosteriana is also tagged Port. silveirae Mez and does appear close to Port. silveirae, photos 

of this plant on FCBS separate it from ‘Macfoster’.                                                                                                            

When one asks what separates Aechmea from Portea the general answer is that  “Portea has 

pedicels a minimum of 5-6 mm long”. The plant we had tagged as Ae. macrochlamys now 

‘Macfoster’ pedicels are 80 - 90% NIL with few to 5 mm (mostly sessile), this indicates a 

closer affinity to Aechmea than Portea.                                      

 A few differences we noted with ‘Macfoster’ to 

Port. fosteriana in S&D are ‘Macfoster’s scape is 

17 mm not 10 mm thick; Inflorescence not 

tripinnate; Upper primary bracts half the length of 

the branch -- not: barely exceeds the base of the 

branch. Floral bracts minute, almost absent -- not: 

shorter than the pedicel (5 - 6 mm)       Branches 

spreading, flowers mostly sessile -- not 5 - 6 mm 

pedicel.  In Darwin 2011, I discussed an anomaly 

we noted within the floral structure of ‘Macfoster’ with Harry Luther, I noticed an absence of 

nectar scales at the base of the petals, the nectar scales in flowers Don was checking were 

WHAT’S IN A NAME? 
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quite visible, we checked more flowers to find this wasn’t just an irregularity to the one 

flower. Harry had observed this irregularity also, but could offer no definitive answer. There 

are too many discrepancies, too many people agree that this particular plant doesn’t fit the 

descriptions; therefore we feel it is best resolved by giving it this cultivar name by joining 

the two together as Ae. ‘Macfoster’.   

 

 (Reprinted from FNCBSG April 2012) 

  

Editor’s note – I have included this article as it clarifies the naming of a plant I had some 

years ago, labelled as Portea fosteriana. If you have one of these plants, it’s time to change 

your labels! Both of the photos are my plants, growing under different light conditions, 

which can also confuse the issue..... 

 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 

Our lovely display at the Cactus & Succulent Society of QLD’s June 

Show in Brisbane. Many thanks to Kathleen for the photos! 

 

 

Theme for the GCSBS display this year was Variegated Succulent Plants. 

 

Thanks to Peter and Noreen Wright for supplying some beaut variegated specimens which 

added so much variety. 

 

Website for the Cactus and Succulent Society of QLD - www.cssq.org.au 
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Field Trip – Saturday 18
th
 May 2013 

 

Reporter:  Eliza Hesse 

 

I always look forward to field trips – club members opening their 

inspirational gardens to us and showing what can be done.  Like 

artists painting a canvas, gardeners achieve the same thing with 

plants and paint a pretty palette with life in 3D.  We were in for a 

treat this trip, first stop at Carole & Ron Landon’s place at Currumbin 

Waters.  You would never know you were in suburbia in this tropical Balinese styled garden.  

From rock terraces to paved and pebbled garden areas overflowing with pot plants, every 

turn offered a new hidden surprise and quiet vista, and the garden was awash with broms and 

flowering orchids and subtropical flowering plants.  Perched at the topmost part of the large 

terraced hillside garden were the vegetable garden and a productive and prized coffee tree, 

overseeing all the abundance below.  I especially liked the beautifully placed statues and 

garden ornaments, each little space inviting you to sit down and take in the different textures, 

layers and narrative - and you had to with the enormous carrot cake supplied. 

 

Next stop was Martingale Circuit, Clear Island Waters, with three club members living next-

door to each other by chance.  ...Hey guys – is there some sort of brom mafia or secret 

covenant where you are not allowed to buy a house at this end of the street unless you are in 

the brom club?  Or do you put dyckia tyre spikes across the road when a house comes up for 

sale and see how prospective house buyers respond to these intimidating and prickly little 

demons?  “Oooooh dear, that looks like a Dyckia ‘Silver Bear’, let’s make an offer on the 

house right away!”? 

 

Jim Cox’s garden was neatness personified – from the perfectly cut lawn to the spit-polished 

gleam on the leaves of broms nestling sedately under palms and shrubs.  I bet he was up all 

night making sure no extraneous leaf dared drop on the lawn or into the tank of a brom from 

nearby surrounds!  Next was Neville & Helene’s place.  Another standard sized garden but 

what hidden delights it has, and once you made your way to the back garden, you came upon 

a beautiful tranquil scene of potted broms and beautifully framed nooks set amongst tropical 

plants and dwarf lilly-pillys clipped into beach balls.  Very simple, very Zen and very 

peaceful and incredibly effective.  Tucked away in a far corner of the garden was an 

ingenious workbench purpose-built for all those potting tasks (you see, nothing escapes our 

discerning attention on these open days, and Neville, you should go into business making 

these workbenches...). 

 

Last but not least was Graeme and Marjorie Bullen’s place, where we had lunch.  I was 

instantly drawn to a wall of Tillandsias on a fence.  Following this around you were greeted 

with a collection of potted broms bursting with colour.  The garden style is very much like 

Jim’s – not all broms, but neatness and diversity and a lush immaculately cut lawn.  The 

focal point of the walled front garden was a magnificent bougainvillea in vibrant colour, 

pruned and cascading like a giant colourful waterfall.  
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Marjorie’s pumpkin soup was to die for, and I did not say no to a second and then a third 

helping (well, I hate seeing good food go to waste and she did insist...). 

 

Thank you Carole, Ron, Jim, Neville, Helene, Graeme and Marjorie for opening up and 

inviting us into your beautiful private havens.  The work you put into your gardens certainly 

shows and is a credit to you all.  The day was made extra special with the glorious autumn 

weather. 

 

Marjorie’s Pumpkin Soup (as tasted at the open garden day) 
 

Cut pumpkin, leaving skin on. 

After brushing with olive oil, place on a tray in the oven and 

roast. 

In a heavy pan, sauté chopped onion, celery (including base of 

bunch, source of most flavour), carrots and sweet potato in olive 

oil. 

Add cumin powder and freshly ground nutmeg to vegetables and toss for a couple of 

minutes. 

Add chicken or beef stock and bring to boil slowly until vegetables are tender. 

Blend pumpkin and vegetables. Reheat, adding salt and pepper to taste. 

Finally, before serving, add thickened cream to taste, check heat, do not boil.  

Serve with crusty bread, herb or garlic. 

Enjoy! 
 
���������������������������������������������������� 

FIND THE WORDS….. 
 
ABAXIAL                                 

ACANTHA 

ALBA 

ANANAS 

ARGENTINA 

ASYMMETRICAL 

BICOLOUR 

BILLBERGIA 

BRACT 

BULBOSA 

CACTICOLA 

CANISTRUM 

CARDINALIS 

CRYPTANTHUS 

DACTYLINA 

DYCKIA 

GUZMANIA 

HECHTIA 

 

 

 

S D E T A G E I R A V A T Q D  

R U O L O C I B I H S X I F F  

D A H Y A D L L S Y A A L J C  

Y A R T Y S E J M M N A L P A  

H A C C N G O M U I A I A S N  

F E K T E A E B T R N G N I I  

C I C R Y T T N L P A R D L S  

A N O H R L E P E U S E S A T  

V E A I T G I R Y M B B I N R  

N U C V R I U N E R M L A I U  

Z A L A I X A B A F C L O D M  

L P I T C A I R N I A I U R A  

M U T Y H P O H T R O B C A L  

G U Z M A N I A T C A R B C B  

C A C T I C O L A C A N T H A  

 

NAVIA 

NEOREGELIA 

ORTHOPHYTUM 

PERU 

PITCAIRNIA 

TILLANDSIA 

VARIEGATED 

 

All these 

interesting 

words are taken 

from the 

bromeliad 

glossary 

compiled by 

Derek Butcher 

and available as 

a free PDF 

download 
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Hoya 
by Paul Forster  

(An extract from Succulenticon 2012 proceedings) 

 

The genus Hoya has probably over 300 species that are mainly 

found in tropical rainforests of the Old World. Hoya belongs 

to the Apocynaceae and is closely related to Dischidia; it is 

more distantly related to Marsdenia. Many undescribed 

species of Hoya remain to be discovered and names and 

currently the genus is experiencing a bonanza of ‘new species’ 

descriptions. 

Few Hoyas are truly succulent. Most species have fleshy foliage, a handful have succulent 

leaves; however no species is able to withstand the same degree of aridity that the majority 

of succulent plants can. They are mainly epiphytes with a climbing or shrubby habit and 

often occur high in the canopy of large rainforest trees. 

Hoyas are very popular in cultivation. A small number of species are grown widely by 

gardeners interested in their often nicely marked foliage and colourful flowers that are 

sweetly scented to different intensities. Cold intolerance prevents many of the most attractive 

species being cultivated outside of the tropics; however, there are more Hoyas available 

today than in the past. Interestingly, Swedish enthusiasts have an intense love of Hoyas and 

cultivate many of the tropical species in heated conservatories’ where they are able to 

successfully flower them.  

In Australia, seven species naturally occur. They are found mainly in the tropical parts of 

Queensland, Northern Territory and Western Australia. One species (the variable Hoya 

australis) extends south the northern New South Wales and is the most widely grown native 

Hoya. The spectacularly flowered H.macgillvrayi from Cape York Peninsula is also quite 

commonly grown. The non-twining, H.australis susbp. rupicola from the Kimberley of 

Western Australia and the top end of the Northern Territory is the most succulent of all 

Hoyas; however, it is relatively cold intolerant. 

A range of species is now commonly seen offered for sale in garden centres and nurseries; 

these are usually fairly cold tolerant. 

When growing Hoyas, it is important to remember that the majority of species are epiphytes. 

It is important not to over pot them and to have a very light and open potting medium. 

Suitable potting mixes should be based on organic components such as coir peat, coarse pine 

bark chips, coarse perlite and charcoal. A mix that is successful for orchids or begonias will 

also work for Hoyas.it is generally best to grow Hoyas in small hanging baskets where the 

plants are able to hang or climb towards the light. Most flowers are produced in bright 

conditions such as can be achieved under 50% shade cloth. 

 

The full article with great illustrations can be found in the SUCCULENTICON 2012 

proceedings booklet, available from the library very soon. 

 

Paul Forster is speaking at the Brisbane Cactus Society on Wednesday 31
st
 July beginning at 

7.45 pm. Details on website http://www.cssq.org.au/ 
 

H.macgillvrayii  
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BROMELIADBROMELIADBROMELIADBROMELIAD    

MEGA SALE 
SAT 24th & SUN 25th August 2013 7am-3pm 

 

**1000’S TO CHOOSE FROM***1000’S TO CHOOSE FROM***1000’S TO CHOOSE FROM***1000’S TO CHOOSE FROM*    
*LARGE COLLECTIONS ON SALE FROM LOCAL GROWERS,  
*NEW, RARE AND HIGHLY SOUGHT AFTER VARIETIES AVAILABLE 

HUGE VARIETY 
FULL SUN LANDSCAPING PLANTS TO SHADE LOVERS 
VRIESEAS, NEO’S, AECHMEAS, ALCANTAREAS, 

 CRYPTANTHUS, MINI NEO’S TILLANDSIAS & MORE 

*LOADS OF BARGAINS*  
Mal & Michelle Cameron’sMal & Michelle Cameron’sMal & Michelle Cameron’sMal & Michelle Cameron’s    

11 APOLLO CRT VICTORIA POINT11 APOLLO CRT VICTORIA POINT11 APOLLO CRT VICTORIA POINT11 APOLLO CRT VICTORIA POINT        

FOR ENQUIRIES PH: 0413679020 FOR ENQUIRIES PH: 0413679020 FOR ENQUIRIES PH: 0413679020 FOR ENQUIRIES PH: 0413679020     

mmmrcam@bigpond.net.au 
  

WHOLESALE BROMELIADS of AUSTRALIA, THE POCKET 
 

(Near Mullumbimby, Northern NSW)  
 

Large range of bromeliads - Agents for Deroose, Exotic Plant of Belgium 

and Andrew Maloy’s KIWI COLLECTION VRIESEAS. 

 

Visitors welcome by appointment.  

P.0266845374.  

F.0266845168.  

                                

email: plants@ausbroms.com.au                 

Website: www.ausbroms.com.au 
     



 

 

14 

 

HAWORTHIA – cultural notes   by Paul Forster 
 

(Extract from Dinteranthus  - available from the library) 

 

Haworthia is mostly South African in distribution, 

with one or two species occurring in southern 

Namibia and Mozambique. The distribution 

covers both the winter and summer rainfall areas. 

The genus has between 60 and 300 species, 

depending on the classification you wish to 

follow. Many are 

highly variable in the 

morphology of their 

foliage. 

 

In habitat, most specimens can be 

found under the protection of 

shrubs, but a few are naturally fully exposed to the sun. Others 

are found in rock crevices. H. maughanii grows flush with the 

ground in dry mud. 

The flowering period lasts all year, but most flower between 

July and October. I grow mine under solarweave and 30% shade 

clothe, but extra shade cloth is added in summer for some of the 

soft leaved species. Too much shade results in ‘very green’ 

plants and the subtle characteristic of the foliage are soon lost. 

 

Growth occurs mainly in spring and autumn, when plants should be watered weekly. At other 

times, once every four weeks is sufficient. Some species become dormant during the hottest 

part of the year and only light watering are recommended at this time. 

 

Many species are well adapted to grow in 100mm pots, particularly those that only produce a 

single head. Some have remarkably robust root systems and should be grown in deep pots as 

are commonly used for Australian native plants. 

Propagation is best carried out by planting seeds around late March and April. Spring is also 

okay, but the secret ingredient is a night temperature of around 15°C 

 

If a particularly attractive clone needs to be propagated, the centre is 

removed and new offsets should appear, these will be identical to the 

adult plant. Some species can also be propagated by striking 

individual leaves. Another method is the quarter the whole plant, but 

one should ensure that at least a bit of the central stem is attached to 

the leaf to encourage root formation. 

 

Pests include soft white scale, mealy bugs and aloe aphids. Use a 

systemic insecticide such as Crown , Spectrum or Confidor. 

H. retusa  

H.reinwardtii  

H. attenuata  



 

  

The aims of the society are: 
   
   

  
 (A)     To stimulate interest in the conservation, and to 

            promote the culture and development of,  

            succulents and bromeliads. 

  

  (B)   To acquire and disseminate information regarding 

           these plants and to encourage their production 

           and propagation. 

                

  (C)   To ban totally from our collection any such plants 

           which become noxious. 

  

  (D)   To enlighten members and the public on the dangers 

           of cultivating certain noxious species. 

  

  (E)   To give exhibitions, arrange field days, and other 

           events, and to make such publications as are      

          deemed desirable. 

  

  (F)   To associate, affiliate or otherwise joint or connect 

          ourselves with similar bodies or societies.   

  

 (G)   To make seeds and plants available to members  

          under the control of the Society. 

  

 (H)   To foster family membership and members. 


